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On the evening of Nov. 9, thousands of strikers occupying the National Steel Company at Volta
Redonda, 80 miles northeast of Rio de Janeiro, clashed with policemen and soldiers. On Nov. 10,
plant officials said five workers were killed. (See Chronicle, 11/10/88.) Workers threw rocks and
firebombs, and troops responded with tear gas, clubs and gunfire. Jose Carlos Cardoso, director of
the plant's judicial department, said four strikers were fatally shot and another was beaten to death
with a rifle butt. According to Cardoso, one of the victims was standing at a bus stop outside the
plant when a soldier shot him in the head. According to the New York Times, 18,000 steelworkers
went on strike for higher pay and shorter hours. The strikers were demanding a reduction in the
workday from eight to six hours, reinstatement of a suspended 27% cost of living adjustment
retroactive to July 1987, and additional inflation adjustments suspended this year. The average
wage for steelworkers at the plant is about $160 a month. On Nov. 10, about 30,000 steelworkers
and their supporters gathered in front of city hall and awaited autopsy results on the victims. Later,
about 10,000 people followed the funeral procession of one of the slain workers. The National Steel
Company, produces four million tons of steel annually, about one-fifth of Brazil's total output.
Sarney called an emergency meeting of top cabinet ministers, including Army Minister Gen.
Leonidas Pires Goncalves, to discuss the violence. Annual inflation is estimated at 1,000%. (Basic
data from New York Times, 11/11/88)
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